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SUB J : ESCAPE OF LT. COL. SAWAI 

REF: CHIANG MAI 067 

1. EMBASSY OFFICER CONTACTED POLICE MAIOR GENERAL 

PHAO SARASIN. SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE CENTRAL NARCOTICS 
BOARD, MARCH 17 REGARDING THE ESCAPE FROM CUSTODY OF 
LT. COL. SAWAI, SUSPECT IN CHIANG MAI HEROIN REFINERY 
CASE. PHAO WAS OBVIOUSLY EMBARASSED BUT WAS UNABLE TO 
SUPPLY ANY FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE INCIDENT. 

2. PHAO STATED THAT DURING CONVERSATIONS WITH POLICE 
OFFICERS SINCE HIS ARREST JULY 1 1, 1974 SAWAI HAD 
"INFORMALLY CONFESSED" TO HAVING PREPARED THREE BATCHES 
OF HEROIN ON HIS PROPERTY IN CHAING MAI HAD CAUSED 

TO BE TRANSPORTED TO THE US ONE CONSIGNMENT OF HEROIN. 
SAWAI ALLEGED THAT NO BUYER HAD BEEN FOUND FOR THIS 
CONSIGNMENT AND IT HAD BEEN BROUGHT BACK TO THAILAND. 
PHAO COMMENTED THAT SUCH AN "INFORMAL CONFESSION" COULD 
NOT BE USED IN A COURT OF LAW. BUT THAT HE BELIEVED THE 
EVIDENCE FOUND ON THE HEROIN REFINERY SITE SUFFICIENT 
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3. REFTEL IS BEING REPEATED TO SECSTATE. 
MASTERS 
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